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No ‘bones’ about it: Refurbishing old buildings works

BY DENNIS HUSPEN]
OENYTE BUYRESS Jauiial

Is it bertet' t'demolish or reludhish?

Orwners of older bulldings hive been
debating that guestion more, as the re-
cegsinn has lowered construgtion costs
In recerit years il esaly prices hiven't
gitlned riuch ground,

Turss vyt that refurbishing very old
builtings: was the best oprion in Mo re
cent Dinver exsunples.

The National Trust for Hisworic Tres-
ervation is in the midst of & $3:2 million
rehab of the Emerson School, 1420 Ogden
1 1Uwas builtin 1885,

And Jesse Morreale sunk millions into
mfurhishing 101 N, Broadway, which wos
buill in 1905, and managed 1o wm the
niglected, dilepidated firmer 151 Avenue
Huted inito 3 vibeant place with the addi-
von of trendy restaurant Bl Ofabla and
Sheteh Wine Har,

Turns out, dt's all in the bhones.

"You finwd that oo with budldings bl
Between the 1880s and the 1305 gr 408"
said Gary Petrl, principal with Staterfaull
Architects [nc.. who bs worklng on Fmer-
san. “Huildings that were bodlt Bt ehiat dra
were peneeally well-Built and have gid
by

Stntlines, pulting somi rew skin o
those bories s all it takes.

I all thie costs dre cortsidered. thie
cenovation ol i bullding [s often less ex-
penswe” Petrl saul. "Sometimes build-
g owners just don't look:ar the whole
picture, It's g myth 1hat renovation costs
mure than building new. 1t's nut true. [
v Ly fo replace it with the same study
construction, it costs mone,”

Mirreale's company, M Inc, has heen
revitalizing run-down bujldings for yeaes

WATHLEER LAVIHE] 71051050

The National Trust for Historic PFreservation is in the midst of a $3,2 milllon rebab of the Emerson School at
1420 Dgdan 51, built in TE8S, Preserving the historic nature of the school in & factor when refurbishing an

old bullding.

nnil has a new project af 800 Lineola St
Where the now-shutweeed  Mapseo The,
was lncated,

He declined 1o provide specilles on
whao otight use thie builiing, Morteale is
resporsitile for the successful Mezeal res
tawrant, 3230 E Colfax Ave, and nearby
Rockbarar 3015 E. Colfax fAves — buth re-
furhished buildings.

“Vrenon the classic developer, | don’t go
wnd ook at things and make some kind of
square-fool analysts, ar ask what wane can
jthring in” Morrgale said.

I may see an opportunity or a newd

somewhers and iy fo find something
that will fitit.”

More often than ddt, those opporug-
ties havie beed with Bigger propetties (o
ity venlur

The Broadway bullding was 8 mess
when He bought (v with no heat, wane or
sewer, Morreale said.

“I just had to take smndi bites out of 1he
appie,” he said of the nprovements. i
the infrastructune i facade o start the
et

[ dieda't just say, Here's what todo’ gl
hiand it to o project managen” Morreale

sial. “You must re-ovent voursell to do
business anymme. The old weys don'l
Wik

And he didn't ey Lo fmdke 1 1ok spit-
polished new, respecting Uhe tradition of
thie building's chatmcter

Tust look at B Diablo, It doesa't feel
brand vew,” Morreale sail “T fecls ke
it's bewn ther Torever.”

Potri specializes in restoring historic
buildings and sawl they can bring value
that goes bevond the cost te refurlnsh
therm,

‘Histonie buildings often hove a foe of
charmeter and contribute e comtext
in the nesghhorhoods they're (n,” he sail,
Yo just can't dg that Kind of thing with
today's typical budding budgel.”

The Natigrial Trust is hoping to make
Emerson i mode] for how old buildings
cinbe retrofitied and madie green.

A grothermil Heating aml conling sys-
temwas fngtalled inder the <chool’s park-
ing Iot, and Petri sabd the solid masonry
cangtruction of the grigingl constructian
will redupe heating aml cooling cosls,

Thase older bulldings “had a certain
vedundaney bullt ora’ the desig, which
ruakes thiesit sumewhat fare adapinbleto
ithet Wses” el said,

Thett there's the satisfiction of making
stimithing ol celevant again,

The most important thing o me is
miaking it mater again,” Morreale saicd. *1
ey fmng-mmul hing ereative and con-
tributing something.”

Petr said, “Hewwsing these huldings
helps revilahize the downtown  ares.
There’s been smme very good examples of
thatrecently.
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2011

QUTSTANDING
BUILDING OF THE

YEAR

Denver Wes

Office Park

Denver West Office Park
“An OUTSTANDING place to do business”

Congratulations fto the entire Denver West management team
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